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The  Members and Officers of EAA Chapter 36 
Wish All a Very Happy New Year  
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Winter is here ! 
 

 

 

 

I hope everyone 

had a great 

Christmas and are 

hoping for a 

grand new year. I 

canôt believe its 

2010!  

 

This past mid 

December, the 

weekend before 

Christmas, we got 

about 14 inches of 

snow at our home 

in PA and there 

was about 2 feet 

in Dulles, VA.   

 

At my office, the 

snow removal 

crew were moving the mountains of snow that were 

piled up around the perimete r of the parking lots to 

the back end of the lot where not too many people 

park.  They were so high you couldnôt see past them 

to pull out!  

 

I finally started up the snow blower for the first time 

since buying it 4 years ago. The luck we thought it 

had fina lly wore off of, that being what Sandy says, 

"It keeps scaring the snows away" when I'd get it 

out of the barn and put it on the back porch. I told 

her it was time to trade it in for a new one now, 

since the "luck" wore off.   

 

I started out about noon time  Saturday when we had 

9-10" already. I opened up our driveway and the 

1/10 of a mile lane leading back to the house. While 

I was at it I opened up the 2 neighbors and the 

brother - in - law's  driveways, walkways and around 

their cars before heading up to our d aughterôs place. 

After 4+ hours and it getting dark, colder and still 

snowing, I decided it was time to call it quits.   

From the President 
January  2010 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday morning it had finally quit and my son - in - law 

came out to borrow the snow blower so he could 

finish up around their place. He then came back and 

we cleaned up the driveway and lane of the 3 -4 more 

inches of snow that fell overnight.   

 

Our Christmas airplane display in the front yard was 

buried in the snow. It was funny to watch them rise 

out of the snow before it got to deep. I s hould have 

had the video camera going when they rose from the 

depths. They kind of reminded me of a sub breaking 

up through the polar snow cap that you see on T.V. I 

still had to go out and uncover them and the blower 

motor inlets.  I guess I need to insta ll deicing boots 

on them. The runway lights look cool at night under 

the snow. The blue taxi lights are a little harder to see 

with them being under a foot of white stuff. I did have 

them light up while it was snowing to help melt the 

snow around the bulbs  but it was coming down too 

much too fast. Now theyôre in pockets with a snow 

cap on them.   

 

In the Washington D.C. area, both airports were shut 

down by Saturday afternoon -evening. Both were open 

by late Sunday with only one or two runways open for 

limite d traffic. It was a mess for travelers.  

 

With winter upon us now, we need to be extra careful 

with our driving and our flying. Be sure you know the 

weather and the forecasts for the in - route and the 

return trip, especially the forecast for any icing 

conditions. Donôt forget that winter survival kit. 

People were stuck in their cars on the highway for 

several hours this last snow storm.  

  

Fly Safe, Be Safe,  

 

Mark Hissey   

 

President, EAA Chapter 36 , 

Hagerstown, MD  
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December 1, 2009 
 

Mark  Hissey called the EAA Chapter 36 meeting to 

order at 7:30 PM in the HGR Pilots' Lounge after the 

7:00 pm social time.   There were 15 members and 

two guests present.   The November minutes and 

December treasurer's reports were read and 

approved.  
  
Mark reported the Moni Tri Gear owned by Sally 

Keefer is being donated to the HGR Museum, due to 

liability reasons and her late husbandôs wishes that 

the plane not to be flown.   Joe Boyle told us that the 

plane is 99.9% completed and will be used for 

displays a nd school programs by the Hagerstown 

Museum.   The Bee Dee will be moving from the 

chapter hangar to the museumôs hangar soon. 
  
Ken Jones is working on the arrangements for our 

awards banquet to be held March 13, 2010.   Ken 

informed us that the Antrim Hous e has changed 

hands and the price would be $25.00 per person.   It 

was suggested to check out other places as well.   

Mountain Gate in Waynesboro was one of the 

suggestions.   Ken will report his findings at our next 

meeting.  Anyone having other suggestions please 

get in touch with Ken.   Joe Boyle and Ken will make 

arrangements for a speaker.  
  
Bob Scott updated us on the Kitfox progress.   The 

one wing is now finished.   The fuselage is inverted 

and the leading edge of the other wing has been 

taped.   Bob also noted that some work was done on 

the Piper J4 Cub frame.  
  
Ken Jones distributed copies of the proposed charter 

for the Kitfox Flying Club.   Please review, as we will 

vote on the charter at the next meeting.   Gray Hebb 

mentioned that insurance may be extre mely high for 

the Kitfox to be used as a trainer.   Members gave 

Ken names of insurance companies to check prices.  
  
The pedal plane now has the universal stickers on 

it.   We still have a minimum of 53 tickets to sell 

before raffling.   Sandy had checked wit h the 

Chambersburg Mall about setting up a display but  

 

unfortunately, none are permitted until after the 

New Year. Weôre hoping to sell the remaining tickets 

before drawing a winner by Christmas.  
 

Don't forget to make a trip to the Bonanza 

Restaurant at the Chambersburg Mall to eat and 

help our chapter earn some funds.   Take the coupon 

with you and give it to the cashier.   Bonanza will 

donate 20% of the sales to our chapter.   Feel free to 

give copies to family, friends and even strangers.   

Anyone can help  us earn funds by eating there.  
  
There was a lengthy discussion on other fundraising 

ideas, i.e. monthly fly - in breakfasts at Potomac 

during fair weather months, raffles of pedal plane 

and scooter planes and selling off the J4 parts and 

frame.   

 
Bob Scott  will get in contact with the owner of the 

Potomac Airpark about holding fly - ins there.  
 
Jim Marsden will get in touch with Tom Cozzoli for 

his blessing to sell the J4 frame and parts. Tom had 

donated the J -4 to the chapter hoping it would be a 

rebuild pro ject. The remaining missing components 

are not retrievable.  
   
Joe Boyle mentioned that the Valley Mall will be 

holding an aviation week again sometime in April, 

2010.  
  
Mark brought to our attention the directors terms 

are only one -year position.   Those i n attendance 

agreed to serve another term. Bob Hixon also 

joined. Sandy will contact the other directors to see 

if they are interested in serving another year.   If 

you are interested, please notify Sandy.   We will 

vote for the directors at our January meet ing.  
  
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 PM.   The next 

meeting will be January 5th, 2010 in the HGR Pilot's 

Lounge at 7:30.   We will have social time beginning 

at 7:00.  
 

Submitted by Sandy Hissey, Secretary  
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Chapter 36 

   News and Events 
              _______________________________ 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
On Friday Dec. 18th (the day 

before the snow!) six of the museum 

aircraft  were moved to the A -10 Hangar 

for winter storage.  Details and Photos .  
                 _________________ 

 

Attention All Members: 
Tuesday is w eekly build night. Except 

for the first Tuesday night of each  

month since that is our monthly 

Chapter 36 meeting. That week we will 

meet on Monday night.  

Our Kitfox 

Project  is 
progressing 
well. Bob 

Hixon report s 

that the one 

wing of the 

Kitfox is done.  

The other is 

covered and 

will be working 

on rib stitching . 

 Details and photos are available on our website.  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following is a Note from President Hissey 

While Sandy and I were volunteering at AirVenture '09 , we also helped out with the tours on the Airbus A -

380 as guides. Several other Young Eagle volunteer members helped out too over the  few days of tours. 

While on duty, one of the Airbus team took pictures of all of us at our stations. On the last day we al l 

gathered for a thank you from the Airbus crew and the spokesperson announced that a poster was going to 

be made with all of our pictures on it which they would send to us later in the year. This past week Sandy 

and I received ours with a letter .  (Poster  is on Page 7. )  

Following is from the letter sent to Mark and Sandy, from Airbus:  

ñPlease find together with this letter an expression of our gratitude for all the help you provided during our 

stay at AirVenture 2009.  

All the members of the Airbus team present at Oshkosh were impressed by your smiling attitude, efficiency, 

generosity and warmth.  And we really want to thank you accordingly.  

Our impression was that a good part of the success of AirVenture is assured by all the volunteers giving their 

efforts with limitless energy to make it happen.  

We hope that this poster, symbolizing the spirit of volunteers to help make AirVenture  a unique airshow and 

create a good experience for visitors, will remind you of the many great moments we had together.  

Signed:  

Didier RONCERAY  

Airbus Flight Test Division  
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     Happy Birthday  
Jan. 02 ï Betty Wright 
Jan. 06 ï Richard Wallace  
Jan. 20 ï Ken Jones 
Jan. 27 ï Bob Hixon 

 

  Happy Anniversary  
Jan. 01 -  Robert Schemmerling,  

Jan. 06 -  EAA 

http://www.eaachapter36.org/museum/museum_hangar.html
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Owner/My%20Documents/My%20Webs/eaa36/chapter_projects/chapter.html


    News 

        _________________________ 

 

THE SILENT KILLER: How To Prevent CO 

Poisoning in Your Airplane  

You canôt see it, smell it, or taste it, but itôs a 

dangerous killer that can easily find its way inside your 

airplane. Known as the ñsilent killer,ò carbon monoxide 

(CO) can have deadly consequences if not detected 

early enough. Although CO poisoning can wreak havoc 

on a cockpit anytime of the year, itôs during the winter 

season that it most often rears its ugly head. Thatôs 

because most small airplanes use exhaust systems for 

cabin heat and windshield defrosting, the perfect 

conduit for CO gases created d uring engine combustion 

to sneak in.  

Pilots can learn more about CO in Barry Ballengerôs 

article ñPlane Poison: The Dangers of Carbon 

Monoxide,ò in the November/December 2009 issue  of 

FAA Aviation News . Ballenger urges pilots to take extra 

time to inspect the airplaneôs heating and defrost 

system during preflight. ñLook for signs of 

deterioration, such as cracked or distorted 

components, torn flexible ducting, or loose or missing 

hardware,ò adds Ballenger. ñTaking a few extra 

minutes to preflight exhaust system components may 

save your life.ò Q 

 

 

HOMEBUILDING HINT OF 

THE WEEK: ANNEALING 

SPARK PLUG GASKETS 

Copper spark plug gaskets need 

to be soft to make a good seal. 

Brian Carpenter of Rainbow 

Aviation Services shows how to 

anneal your existing spark plug 

gaskets. Brian is an A&P aircraft 

mechanic with an Inspection 

Authorization rating (IA), a DAR for ligh t sport and 

amateur built, and is a Sport Pilot Instructor Examiner, 

an FAA Certified Flight Instructor, and an EAA Flight 

Advisor. Watch the video.  Q 

TIME RUNNING OUT 

FOR E-LSA TRAINERS 

EAA is reminding owners 

of E -LSA aircraft used for 

training, regardless if 

they are engaging in 

training operations or 

not, to amend their 

aircraft's airworthiness 

certificate by January 31, 2010, or it will expire and 

cannot be reissued. The process for a llowing flight 

training to continue under an amended certificate has 

stalled within the FAA; however, owners should not 

wait for that situation to resolve before amending their 

airworthiness certificate. If the deadline is missed, the 

aircraft will never a gain be eligible for an airworthiness 

certificate. Read more     Q 

 

SPARK-IGNITED HEAVY FUEL, 

PART DEUX 

In a press release dated February 

15, 2005, Hirth -Engines announced 

they were launching a 45 kW (60 

hp) twin -cy linder, two -stroke 

engine, capable of burning heavy 

fuels (JP -5, JP-8) to meet the 2010 

NATO and U.S. military 

requirements to eliminate gasoline from the battlefield 

for safety and logistic reasons. A key enabler that Hirth 

chose to meet this requirement was to become a 

licensee of Orbital's Air Assisted Direct Fuel Injection 

and incorporate this technology into these new 

engines. Read more    Q 
 

 

                                                       ___________________________ 
 
Question of the Week 
According to the Regs: "An aircraft can still be granted an experimental amateur -built airworthiness certificate 

after passing through numerous hands before it is finally completed, as long as 51 percent of the fabrication and 
assembly work is done by amat eurs."   What is an amateur?  I am an A&P. Am I still an amateur?  

Answer 
As long as someone did not pay you to perform the work, you are an amateur. You could build your own aircraft 

and be an amateur since no one paid you to do the work. As soon as money,  or anything of value changes 

hands for work performed, you are no longer an amateur. The actual FAA definition is found in FAR 21.191(g): 

(g) Operating amateur -built aircraft. Operating an aircraft the major portion of which has been fabricated and 

assemb led by persons who undertook the construction project solely for their own education or recreation.  
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http://www.eaaonline.org/ls.cfm?r=186408068&sid=8221627&m=891830&u=ExAA&s=http://www.eaa.org/video/homebuilders.html?videoId=50855191001
http://www.eaaonline.org/ls.cfm?r=186408068&sid=8221627&m=891830&u=ExAA&s=http://www.eaa.org/video/homebuilders.html?videoId=50855191001
http://www.eaaonline.org/ls.cfm?r=186408068&sid=8221629&m=891830&u=ExAA&s=http://www.eaa.org/video/homebuilders.html?videoId=57437956001
http://www.eaaonline.org/ls.cfm?r=186408068&sid=8221588&m=891830&u=ExAA&s=http://www.eaa.org/news/2009/2009-12-17_trainers.asp
http://www.eaaonline.org/ls.cfm?r=186408068&sid=8232045&m=892712&u=ExAA&s=http://www.eaa.org/experimenter/articles/2009-12_fuel.asp
http://www.eaaonline.org/ls.cfm?r=186408068&sid=8221628&m=891830&u=ExAA&s=http://www.eaa.org/video/homebuilders.html?videoId=57437956001
http://www.eaaonline.org/ls.cfm?r=186408068&sid=8232044&m=892712&u=ExAA&s=http://www.eaa.org/experimenter/articles/2009-12_fuel.asp


While Mark and Sandy Hissey were volunteering at AirVenture '09, they also helped out with the tours on the 

Airbus A -380 as guides. Several other Young Eagle volunteer members helped out too over the  few days of tours. 

While on duty, one of the Airbus team took pictures of all the v olunteers . Mark and Sandy are pictured on the 
bottom row.  
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Prop Balancer Revisited  

By John Steere, EAA 301134, jfsteere@sbcglobal.net  

John Steereôs beautiful BD-4 appeared in a recent issue of Experimenter . John has enjoyed 

hundreds of hours flying his supercharged Ford (T -Bird) V6 powered experimental aircraft, 

including multiple trips to Osh kosh. As an avid reader of CONTACT! Magazine , he read the article 

on propeller balancing  we first published  in CONTACT!  and again in last monthôs Experimenter  -  

and took it to the next level. He is sharing that info with us.  

I read with considerable interest the article ñSensitive Static 

Prop Balancer,ò by Paul Lipps. Balance has not been a concern 

with my th ree -blade Warp Drive prop because it runs very 

smoothly, but I had a significant out -of -balance condition on 

both of the main gear wheels on my BD -4. It looked like 

fabricating a wheel balance rig would be my next project, but 

after reading Paulôs article it became evident that the prop 

balancer could be used for both prop and wheel balancing with a 

simple adaptation.  

Like most true experimenters, I didnôt follow the plans exactly. 

The differences are of little consequence and simply suit my 

preference and available materials. The tube is 1 - inch aluminum 

from the ACE Hardware aviation department. The ferrule was 

changed from aluminum to plastic, and the diameter in the 

center was reduced by 1/16 inch. This creates space to wrap a 

piece of low -density foam ta pe around the center of the ferrule.  

The foam tape provides enough friction against the inside of the tube to ensure the ferrule will 

not move unless deliberately repositioned. The aluminum cap was eliminated by turning the 

indicator discôs outside diameter 

(OD)to match the tube OD. While on 

the lathe, a wire retainer disc was 

turned with a counterbore large 

enough to accept a knot tied in the 

end of a piece of 0.032 - inch 

stainless safety wire.  

To adapt the balancer for my 

wheels, simple plastic adap ter rings 

are positioned on the tube OD in 

positions that line up with the inside 

of the wheel bearings. The inside dimension of these adapter rings provides a snug fit to the 

tube so they will stay in place while sliding the assembly through the wheel bea rings.  

Continued Next Page  
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Prop Balancer Revisited  
Continued 

 

 
 
 
 

Rather than taking the time to make 
that nice - looking steel stand shown in 

the article, aircraft hardware bits from 
my spare parts bin were attached to 
the opposite end of the safety wire. 

This allows the balancer to be 
suspended in space by clamping the 

nut in the end of my drill press chuck. 
The spindle return spring on the drill 
press is sufficient to hold the wheel in 

place without clamping the drill pressôs 
spindle.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

It works great! Thanks to Paul Lipps and the gang at CONTACT! Magazine  for the excellent article .  
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